Transitioning From Teachers\u27 Words To Students\u27 Words: Strategies To Promote Comprehension During Literature Circles by Brian, Tiffany Tozke
Hamline University
DigitalCommons@Hamline
School of Education Student Capstone Theses and
Dissertations School of Education
Fall 2017
Transitioning From Teachers' Words To Students'




Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.hamline.edu/hse_all
Part of the Education Commons
This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the School of Education at DigitalCommons@Hamline. It has been accepted for inclusion in
School of Education Student Capstone Theses and Dissertations by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@Hamline. For more information,
please contact digitalcommons@hamline.edu, lterveer01@hamline.edu.
Recommended Citation
Brian, Tiffany Tozke, "Transitioning From Teachers' Words To Students' Words: Strategies To Promote Comprehension During

































































































	 	 District	…………………………………………………………………………………………………...45 





	 	 Field	Notes………………………………………………………………………………....…………...49 
	 	 Journal	Responses	……………………………………………………….…………………….……49 
	 	 Literature	Circle	Discussions	………………………………………….…………………….....50 





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































What	 Thin	 Thin	 Thick	 Thick	
When	
Where	
Thin	 Thin	 Thick	 Thick	
Who	 Thin	 Thin	 Thick	 Thick	
Why	 Thick	 Thick	 Thick	 Thick	






































































































































































































































































































































































	 Hazel	 Sophie	 Rose	
Building	on	classmates’	ideas	 Somewhat	 Somewhat	 A	lot	
Including	everyone	in	discussion	 A	lot	 A	lot	 A	lot	
Staying	on	topic	during	a	discussion	 Somewhat	 Somewhat	 Somewhat	
Appreciating	a	book	 Not	at	all	 Somewhat	 A	lot	
Understanding	the	book	in	a	deeper	way	 Somewhat	 Somewhat	 A	lot	
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	 Discussion	#1	 Discussion	#2	 Discussion	#3	 Discussion	#4	
Rose	 19	 14	 37	 20	
Hazel	 8	 8	 21	 15	
Sophie	 5	 8	 22	 12	
Janessa	 Absent	 8	 Absent	 Absent	
Total	 32	 38	 80	 47	





















































































































































































































































































































































Week 0: Planning 
 
• Complete Belief/Practices chart 
• Students complete Book Club Sign Up form 
• Assign students to groups  
 
• Field notes 
 
• Connect beliefs chart to “practices” to 
determine alignment  
1 
 
Week 1: Lit Circle Prep 
Focus Lessons: Literature Discussion 
Content: This I Believe essays (existing curricular 
event) 
 
• Document the ways I explained the work students 
are expected to do in lit circles 
• General field notes and audio record (just for 
general listening) practice lit discussions to select 
target group  
• Field notes 
• Audio record practice 
lit discussions 
• Choose target group and explain why, 
reflect on the questions and insights 
that led you to this group 
• Analyze audio recordings to determine 
group discussion needs 
2 
 
Weeks 2-5: Lit Circles 
Focus Lessons: Language Arts standards (i.e. 
character analysis, theme, Note & Notice)  
Content: Lit Circle books 
 
• Audio record all Lit Circle Discussions (groups w/o 
consent papers will not be analyzed, but included 
for “placebo effect”) 
• Record, listen to, and write reflections on Lit Circle 
Discussions for target group 
• Weekly reflections on what I’m noticing and what I 
feel I should do to scaffold their effective use of 
purposeful, effective talk 
 
• Field notes 
• Audio record target 
group Lit Circle 
Discussions 
• Student Lit Circle 
Discussion Reflections 
(student-completed) 
• Student Lit Response 
Journals 
•  Read, highlight, reflect on data sources 
•  Draft “theoretical memos” on topics I’m 
noticing -- (turn-taking, use of AVID 
phrases, evidence that they are 
constructing new ideas and challenging one 
another’s ideas, etc.) 
 
FROM	TEACHERS’	WORDS	TO	STUDENTS'	WORDS	 94	
3 Weeks 2-5: Lit Circles 
Focus Lessons: Literature Discussions  
Content: Lit Circle books 
 
• Whole class discussions to “process” student self-
reflections as well as my observations (looks 
like/sounds like chart) 
 
• Field notes/teacher 
journal re: whole 
group debrief 
• Student Lit Circle 
Discussion Reflections 
(insights and “goals” 
for next week’s 
discussion) 
• Read, highlight, reflect on data sources 
• Revise “theoretical memos” and create 
new ones as appropriate 
4 Weeks 2-5: Lit Circles 
 
 
Continue to “spiral” between Phase 2 & Phase 3  
Look, Think, Act (Stringer, 1999 as cited in Creswell, 
2005) 
 
Look: My observations of Lit Circle Discussions 
         Students’ observations of Lit Circle Discussions 
Think: Reflect on and interpret observations 
         Identify priorities and strategies to use 
Act: Model and facilitate strategies to students 
(intervene as necessary) 
 
• Field notes/teacher 
journal  
• Audio recordings of 
target group Lit Circle 
Discussions 
• Student Lit Response 
Journals 
• Student Lit Circle 
Discussion Reflections 
(insights and “goals” 
for next week’s 
discussion) 
 
• Read, highlight, reflect on data sources 
• Revise “theoretical memos” and create 
new ones as appropriate 
5 Week 5: Final Reflection  
 
• Student Reflections (Interviews and/or reflection 
sheets with students in target group)  
•  
Questions to answer: How did they grow as 
participants?  How did they contribute to the learning 
of others?  How did others contribute to their learning? 
How did the discussions affect the way they 
understood the book? Lessons learned for the future? 
 
• Read, highlight, reflect on data sources 
• Revise “theoretical memos” and create 
new ones as appropriate 
• Revisit beliefs chart determine 
change/modification of beliefs, or 




























































































































































































































































































































































































Discussion Guide #1 
  
Name:______________________ Book: __________________________Hour:______ 
  
DIRECTIONS: Use your notes from Journal #1 and the scripts below to help you carry 
your discussion. 
  
1.    Write the names of characters who have been introduced. Include the page 
number you first are introduced to them. 
ASK: “What characters did you write down?” 
         “What page did you see that on?” 
         “Who is interesting to you so far? 
SAY: “I wonder…” 
         “I think maybe (CHARACTER NAME) is going to…” 
  
  
2. What is the setting? What clues do you have so far? 
ASK: “When does this book take place? 
“How do you know?” 
“What pages did you see clues about the setting?” 
SAY:    “I think this takes place…because…” 
 
  
3. What questions/confusions do you have so far? 
ASK: “What questions do you have right now?” 
         “What does that make you wonder?” 


















































Discussion #1 Reflection 
 
Name:______________________ Book: __________________________ 
 
 Never  A couple times      Often 
I used an Academic Script to express my 
ideas. 
2    4  6  8 
 
I shared an idea that someone else had 
not considered. 
2    4  6  8 
 
I said a classmate’s name in the 
discussion. 
2    4  6  8 
I looked at my group mates during the 
discussion and didn’t allow myself to 
focus outside my group.  
2    4  6  8 
 
Reflection: Fill in the sentence starters below to reflect on your book club discussion. 
 
1.__________________________ said ______________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________, 
which made me wonder __________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________. 
 




























































Discussion Guide #2 
 
Name:______________________ Book: __________________________Hour:______ 
DIRECTIONS: Use the Academic Scripts below to respond after a classmate has 
shared an idea. 
Building on a Classmate’s Idea 
Looks Like Sounds Like 
Eye contact 
 




Looking interested  
 
Leaning in 
“I hadn’t thought of that. This makes me wonder _________. ” 
 
“What examples do you have of________?” 
 
“What made you think that?” 
 





DIRECTIONS: Use Journal entries #2, #3, and #4 and the scripts above to help you 
discuss your book with your groupmates.  
1. Journal #3: Discuss any examples of “Again and Again” your groupmates found. 
ASK:  “(NAME), what examples of Again and Again did you find?” 
SAY:  “I thought maybe ______.” 
 
2. Journal #4: Discuss any examples of “Words of the Wiser” your groupmates found. 
Be sure to use the names of specific characters. 
ASK:  “(NAME), who did you think is a wiser character in the book?” 
 “Where did you see a wiser character give advice to another character?” 
SAY:  “I thought maybe ____ is a wise character. S/he seems to help _____ when___.” 
“I think the main character relies on _____________ for help.” 
 
3. Journal #2, 3, and 4: Ask the questions you wrote for these journal entries.  
ASK: “What question did you have about the book, (name)?” 
 “What page did you see that on?” 



















































Discussion #2 Reflection 
 
Name:______________________ Book: __________________________ 
 
 Never  A couple times      Often 
I used an Academic Script to RESPOND 
to a classmate’s idea. 
2    4  6  8 
 
I shared an idea that someone else had 
not considered. 
2    4  6  8 
 
I said a classmate’s name in the 
discussion. 
2    4  6  8 
I looked at my group mates during the 
discussion and didn’t allow myself to 
focus outside my group.  
2    4  6  8 
 
Reflection: Fill in the sentence starters below to reflect on your book club discussion. 
 
1.__________________________ said ______________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________, 
which made me wonder __________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________. 
 




























































Discussion Guide #3 
 
Name:______________________ Book: __________________________Hour:______ 
DIRECTIONS: Use the Academic Scripts below to respond to classmates’ ideas. 
Building on a Classmate’s Idea 
Looks Like Sounds Like 
Eye contact 
 




Looking interested  
 
Leaning in 
“I hadn’t thought of that. This makes me wonder _________. ” 
 
“What examples do you have of________?” 
 
“What made you think that?” 
 





DIRECTIONS: Use Journal entries #6, #7, and #8 and the scripts above to help you 
discuss your book with your group mates.  
 
1. All Journals: Take turns sharing the connections you wrote for the journal entries.  
ASK: “What connection or question did you have, (NAME)?” 
FOLLOW UP: 
 “Your story is like (Character, event, or aspect of the book).  ” 
 “If that were me, I’d feel _________”  
 
2. Journal #6: Discuss Memory Moments and their importance to the book.  
ASK:  “(NAME), what Memory Moment did you see?”  
“Why might this event be important?” 
 
3. Journal #5: Discuss Aha Moments and their importance to the book. 
ASK:  “(NAME), what Aha Moment did you see?” 
 “How might that memory affect the character?” 
 
4. Journal #8: Discuss Tough Questions and their importance to the book. 
ASK:  “(NAME), what Tough Question did you see?” 


















































Discussion #3 Reflection 
 
Name:______________________ Book: __________________________ 
 
 Never  A couple times      Often 
I used an Academic Script to RESPOND 
to a classmate’s idea. 
2    4  6  8 
 
I shared an idea that someone else had 
not considered. 
2    4  6  8 
 
I said a classmate’s name in the 
discussion. 
2    4  6  8 
I looked at my group mates during the 
discussion and didn’t allow myself to 
focus outside my group.  
2    4  6  8 
 
Reflection: Fill in the sentence starters below to reflect on your book club discussion. 
 
1. What was something valuable you heard from each person in the group? If you didn’t 














2. I could have also said__________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________.. 
 





















































Discussion Guide #4 
 
Name:______________________ Book: __________________________Hour:______ 
DIRECTIONS: Use the Academic Scripts below to respond to classmates’ ideas. 
 
1. Reactions. Are there any burning reactions to the book since your last discussion? 
Share them now! 
STARTER: “What did you all think of what we read?” 
RESPONSE SCRIPTS: 
 “I was surprised when____________” 
 “I liked that part when _____________” 
 “I think______________” 
 
2. Save the Last Word for Me. Using Journal #12, share a passage from the book that 
was really important or impactful to you. Read the passage. Then, starting to your 
left, your groupmates should talk about their reaction to that passage. Finally, after 
everyone has spoken, share your reaction and reasons for choosing that passage.  
STARTER: “What do you think about this passage, NAME?” 
RESPONSE SCRIPTS: 
 “This passage makes me wonder________” 
 “I did/didn’t like this passage because _________”  
 “This passage stood out to me because ___________” 
 
3. Theme. Using Journal #10 & #11, discuss the topic of “Immigration in America.” 
What might the author be saying about this topic (theme)? Share your thoughts in 
your group. 
STARTER: “(NAME), what do you think the author is saying about ‘being American’?”  
RESPONSE SCRIPTS: 
“Why do you think that?” 
“Where do you see that in the book?” 



















































Discussion #4 Reflection 
 
Name:______________________ Book: __________________________ 
 Never  A couple times             Often 
I used an Academic Script to RESPOND to a 
classmate’s idea. 
2    4  6  8 
 
I shared an idea that someone else had not 
considered. 
2    4  6  8 
 
I said a classmate’s name in the discussion. 2    4  6  8 
I looked at my group mates during the discussion 
and didn’t allow myself to focus outside my group.  
2    4  6  8 
 











2. TIP: Reflect on your group’s discussion of Question 3 to respond: 


































































Building	on	classmates’	ideas	 Not	at	all	 Somewhat	 A	lot!	
Including	everyone	in	discussion	 Not	at	all	 Somewhat	 A	lot!	
Staying	on	topic	during	a	discussion	 Not	at	all	 Somewhat	 A	lot!	
Appreciating	a	book		 Not	at	all	 Somewhat	 A	lot!	
Understanding	the	book	in	a	deeper	way	 Not	at	all	 Somewhat	 A	lot!	
	
2. To	what	extent	did	you	like	the	book	you	read?		
a. Not	at	all.	
b. Somewhat.	
c. A	lot!	
	
3. To	what	extent	did	you	read	the	book	you	read?		
a. About	1/4	the	book	
b. About	1/2	of	the	book	
c. About	3/4	of	the	book	
d. I	finished	it.	
e. I’m	still	reading	it.		
	
4. If	I	could	change	one	thing	about	book	clubs,	I	wish_____________________________________	
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________	
	
5. If	I	could	recommend	one	thing	about	book	clubs	to	next	year’s	students,	I’d	tell	them	________	
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________	
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